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Upbeat Outlook for 2006 by AIA 
 
Editor’s Note: The following article was taken from PR Newswire 
 
The American Institute of Architects (AIA) reported that 
billings at U.S. architecture firms were positive every 
month in 2005 for the first time since 2000, pointing 
towards 2006 being the best year for nonresidential 
construction in six years. With construction accounting 
for nine percent of GDP, increased nonresidential 
activity will ease the effects of a projected slowdown in 
the residential market. The Architecture Billings Index 
(ABI), a leading economic indicator of nonresidential 
construction activity, had a rating of 50.4 in December 
2005 (any score above 50 indicates a positive score), 
compared to 58.4 for November 2005 and 47.8 for 
December 2004. 
 
“Considering the sluggish consumer spending coupled 
with the softening residential sector, nonresidential 
construction should be viewed as a key driver for the 
overall economy in 2006,” said AIA Chief Economist 
Kermit Baker, PhD, Hon. AIA. “The nonresidential 
upturn should continue into 2007 and can be attributed 
to pent-up demand for new projects that weren’t able to 
be undertaken in recent years.” 
 
All major nonresidential sectors are to benefit from 
improved business conditions: 
 
�  The significant upturn in demand for office space 
and hotel facilities will drive the commercial market. 
�  Educational and healthcare projects are expected to 
see substantial growth again this year, fueling the 
institutional sector. 
�  An up tick in manufacturing activity will drive the 
need for more industrial facilities. 
�  Post-hurricane rebuilding is projected to accelerate 
in mid-2006 and continue for several years. 
 
Robert W. Baird & Co. senior industrial analyst Michael 
A. Schneider, CFA, said, “We believe the AIA’s 
forecast for accelerating growth in nonresidential 
construction activity in 2006 bodes well for 
construction-related companies. Indeed, the bullish 
outlook is consistent with indications of strengthening 

demand from the construction services in our 
coverage. Furthermore, our contracts concur that the 
rebuilding process in the aftermath of recent hurricanes 
should enhance the nascent construction cycle.”  
  
AISI Releases New Code of Standard 
Practice for Cold-Formed Steel Structural 
Framing 
 
In September of 2005 The American Iron and Steel 
Institute (AISI) released a new Code of Standard 
Practice for Cold-Formed Steel Structural Framing. 
Developed by the AISI Committee on Framing 
Standards (COFS), reviewed by several peer 
committees within the industry, and already endorsed 
by the Steel Framing Alliance (SFA) and Steel Stud 
Manufacturers Association (SSMA), this document will 
help define the lines of responsibility in cold-formed 
steel framing design and construction, which have 
previously been vague and unclear. It represents a 
significant step forward for the industry and is available 
as a free download from the Steel framing Alliance 
website. 
 
The COFS began development of this Code of 
Standard Practice in 2002. It defines accepted norms 
of good practice for fabrication and installation of cold-
formed steel structural framing. Among the topics 
covered are general requirements, classification of 
materials, plans and specifications, installation 
drawings, materials, manufacture and delivery, 
installation requirements, quality control, and 
contractual relations. The document helps define the 
roles of the owner’s representative, architect of record, 
engineer of record, specialty engineer, manufacturer, 
framing contractor and truss/wall panel supplier in the 
design and construction of cold-formed steel framed 
structural systems. It is loosely based on similar 
documents by the American Institute of Steel 
Construction (AISC) and Steel Joist Institute (SJI), and 
was guided by documents by the Steel Truss and 
Component Association (STCA) and the Council of 
American Structural Engineers (CASE). 
 



 

The AISI Committee on Framing Standards is an 
ANSI-accredited consensus standards body that 
develops, maintains, and improves AISI design and 
installation standards with the purpose of eliminating 
regulatory barriers and increasing the reliability and 
cost competitiveness of cold-formed steel framing. 
 
Copies of the Code of Standard Practice for Cold-
Formed Steel Structural Framing are also available 
from the AISI.    
 

Free Lunch Anyone? 
 
Cascade Mfg Co offers a Lunch ‘N Learn presentation 
for cold-formed steel trusses. This informative 
presentation lasts approximately one hour and qualifies 
for one AIA continuous learning unit. 
 
The presentation is geared toward giving the 
participants a working knowledge of cold-formed steel 
trusses and covers the following topics: 
 
�  What is the market for light gauge steel trusses? 
 
�  How are light gauge steel trusses designed? 
 
�  How are light gauge steel trusses fabricated? 
 
�  How can architects utilize light gauge steel trusses in 
their work? 
 
�  What information does a truss designer/fabricator 
need from an architect to do their job efficiently?  
 
To schedule a Lunch ‘N Learn presentation in your 
office or for more information please contact Mike 
Noonan at 800-942-4685. 
 

Photo Gallery 
 
Our featured project in this issue of Steel News and 
Views is located in Evanston, Illinois. In 1923, the Hotel 
Orrington opened its doors for business. For many 
years it provided visitors to the North Shore area of 
Chicago unparalleled service and a tradition of 
excellence. 
 
In 2004 the owners began an extensive remodeling 
and renovation process that added a ninth floor to the 
existing facility that is utilized as a conference center.   
 
The extensive remodeling added many modern 
conveniences while keeping the building’s ornate 
beauty. Cascade Mfg Co furnished mansard trusses 
used to enhance the exterior appearance. In addition, 
the conference center features a great room which has 
a unique two story rotunda. 
 
Dean Lessei, TrusSteel Design Manager for Cascade 
Mfg Co, shares some insight concerning the project. 
“The rotunda roof presented some challenges due to 
the fact that each component member was a different 
length which ‘stepped over’ the girders. In other words, 

each truss had a ‘pocket’ to receive the girder and then 
continue to 
the center 
of the 
rotunda.” 
Dean 
continues, 
“Bearing 
was also an 
area that 
needed to 
be 
addressed 
because 
the bearing didn’t run perpendicular to the trusses.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EMCO Interiors of Addison, Illinois, provided the truss 
installation. Mike Goelz of EMCO has these comments 
about the project. “Our company has worked with 
Cascade on numerous projects in the past. I would 
have to say that this was the most challenging of them 
all. Working nine stories above ground called for 
careful and thorough coordination.” Mike also 
comments, 
“We 
worked 
closely with 
Curt 
Kruger, our 
sales rep, 
and Dean 
Lessei on 
the project 
and when 
the trusses 
arrived 
everything fit perfectly. I couldn’t be more pleased.”  
 
Finally Mike states, “An additional feature of this 
project was the incorporation of built-in gutters for the 
mansards. By incorporating the gutters, we saved a 
considerable amount of time.”  
 
Cascade Mfg Co has over 40 years of experience in 
the design and fabrication of components. This 
experience enables us to efficiently design a roof and 
present the lowest installed cost for the contractor.  

Put us to work on your next truss project! 

 
3-D Isometric view of the rotunda end of project,  
illustrating the truss layout in wire-frame. 


