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Riding the Roller Coaster

A recent report confirms what everyone is
experiencing. The Department of Labor reported
on April 18 that its Consumer Price Index rose by
0.4% in March, up from a 0.1% gain in February.
Not surprisingly, the increase was due in part to a
big rise in gasoline prices.

Qil prices have been on the rise due to many
factors such as continued violence in Iraq,
production interruptions in Nigeria, Iran’s nuclear
agenda, also Bolivia and Venezuela’'s
announcement of their governments’ intentions to
exert more state control over foreign-owned
companies operating

in their countries.

Metal prices are also
on the rise. While
demand is not
exceedingly high, it
appears the market is
in a buying frenzy.
The results? On April
12" zinc  prices

reached an all-time

high of $3,360 per ton on the London Metal
Exchange. Copper prices have surged to $6,930
per ton. Aluminum pricing has followed a similar
pattern. And yes, everyone is aware of the run-up
in gold and silver prices.

Not surprisingly, pricing for construction materials
are going up or are on allocation--or both.

What's the point? While there is no reason to
expect a return to the wild price spiral of a few
years ago, it is prudent to be aware of these
events and to plan for increased construction
costs going forward. How wild a ride it will be on
the price “roller coaste(” is yet to be seen.

Sprinkler Attachments to Cold-Formed
Steel Trusses

Sprinkler systems are often attached to the
bottom chord of cold-formed steel trusses. Here
are some guidelines for attachment so as not to
compromise the truss design:

The building engineer of record and/or architect
must verify that the building design loads have
accounted for the sprinkler system loads.

The preferred method of attachment is to
support the hanger at the top of the bottom chord
to eliminate drilling of the section and eccentric
conditions. See example below.

Attachment to truss chord members that require
drilling holes into the section need to have the
proposed attachment reviewed by our office
before proceeding.

Do not attach, hang, or support sprinkler
systems from any web members.

If attaching to one side of a chord member,
contact our office to review the type and location
of attachment before proceeding.
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Updated CD ROM Available

A wide variety of connection details are available
on the latest CD ROM from Alpine Engineered
Products. Truss details are in DWG, DXF, and
PDF formats. Information on truss design,
loading, span charts, bracing and more can be
located and referenced easily. A Guide
Specification in ASCII (text) format can also be
found on the disk. Need to see product
applications? They are on the CD as well.

To get your free CD ROM contact Mike Noonan at
Cascade Mfg Co. Call 800-942-4685 or emalil
your request to info@cascade-mfg-co.com.

Truss Connections

It's not unusual to see bids for cold-formed steel
trusses presented in a variety of styles and
formats. However, truss connecting hardware is
one thing all bid proposals need to include.

The market has several different proprietary truss
shapes. Each has its own characteristics. Due to
these differences, there is no one attachment clip
that works for all shapes. You cannot expect to
find these attachment clips at your local building
material supplier. Attachment clips need to be
furnished by the truss supplier. The same is true
for all other attachment connections--whether
truss-to-truss, truss-to-girder, or truss-to-bearing.

On bid day, look closely at what is furnished for
the proposed amount. Some bids may give the
impression that the attachment clips are included.
This isn't always the case. Dont make the
“assumption” that everything is included--it may
cost you in the end!

Photo Gallery

Our subject for this issue’s Photo Gallery is best
described as a work in progress. The New Life

Fellowship

Church in

Moline,

Illinois,

though still

under

construction,

has a little

bit of

everything.

The project  Exterior view of the New Life Fellowship Church
has two while under construction in February, 2006.
additions

with sloping roofs on either side of an existing

building. The existing building had a flat roof, so
part of the project involved replacing the flat roof
with a new sloping roof.

“The church group originally considered a pre-
engineered metal building. By using cold-formed
steel load bearing walls and trusses, we were
able to design in more energy efficiencies so we
could use more insulation in the walls and the
ceiling,” explains Dion Meyer, president of River
Valley Construction. “Also, by using cold-formed
steel trusses for the roof construction, the owners
could eliminate a dry sprinkler system in the attic
space plus firewalls and draft stops.” Dion
continues, “These cost savings were a big plus in
helping the project move forward.”

“I'm 100%
satisfied with
my
relationship
with the
Cascade
design
department.
Before  this
project
began, the

building had Exterior view of the finished roof blending

together the three roof assemblies. Picture
no character, taken in May 2006.

but now, by

using pitched trusses for the new additions and
the existing building, it does!” states Dion. “The
design department at Cascade Mfg Co worked
with the owners and me to develop the finished
look we needed for the job.”

Design-build projects sometimes need assistance
in the preliminary phases of design, costing, value
added engineering, etc. If design-build is your
area of focus, let us help you with your next
project.

Do you maintain a database of suppliers to email
bid invitations?

Please use our direct email address:
steel@cascade-mfg-co.com.

We look forward to bidding your next project!




