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What Goes Up? 
 
There has been plenty of buzz in the 
construction industry during the past months 
concerning material prices. As the national 
economic picture continues to brighten, the 
dark cloud of escalating prices may put a 
damper on enthusiasm.   
 
Several factors have been attributed to 
escalating prices. 
 
A cheaper dollar is driving up the cost of 
imported steel. A weaker dollar also 
discourages foreign steel makers from selling 
to the United States. The resulting supply 
shortage creates additional pressure on 
prices. Additionally, ocean freight rates have 
doubled or tripled in the past year.  
 
Raw material costs are another source for 
higher prices. Melting junked cars, 
appliances, and other products makes more 
than half of U.S. produced steel. Steel made 
from iron ore also relies on scrap, the price of 
which has more than doubled this past year.   
 
Prices for some high-grades of scrap are 
close to $300 per ton. To put this in 
perspective, just a few years ago a ton of 
sheet metal made from scrap would have sold 
for $200. Steel makers have recently been 
adding surcharges to cover the escalating 
cost of scrap.  
 
 
 
 

         

 

 
 
Coke, a baked coal used as a fuel by some 
steel makers, is less plentiful. Its price has 
almost doubled this past year. Predictably, 
the shortage coupled with increased pricing 
has caused many producers to cut back on 
production. 
 
 

         
 
All of these factors have been taking place 
while the national and global economic 
picture is improving. The improved economic 
conditions add upward pressure on pricing. 
 
 
 



 
There are many theories and predictions 
concerning the future of prices. While the final 
outcome is unknown at this time, Cascade 
Mfg Co recommends verifying pricing on past 
bids. Price protection on bids and material 
availability is not a guarantee during this 
volatile period. Please call 800/942-4685.  
  
What is Truss Rafting? 
 
Truss rafting is a framing technique where 
completed trusses, designed to be rafted, are 
assembled into an entire roof section on the 
ground and are then lifted as an assembly 
onto the roof structure. 
 

       
 
The assembly can consist of just the trusses, 
or the trusses plus purlins, roof deck, and final 
roofing which is installed on the ground 
before the assembly is lifted into place. 
 

       
 
 Employing a rafting technique can save time, 
increase safety, and reduce insurance costs 
on many projects. 

 
 
Why Raft With TrusSteel? 
 

       
 
TrusSteel trusses have exceptional strength–
to-weight characteristics and lateral stability, 
making them the ideal truss for use in a 
rafting process. These characteristics allow 
an average-sized crane to lift the completed 
truss assembly into position. The stiffness 
and stability of TrusSteel trusses create an 
assembly that will survive a lift without 
introducing significant additional bracing. 
 
Cascade Mfg Co is a fabricator of TrusSteel. 
We have over 40 years of experience in the 
design and manufacture of trusses. We know 
what you need to make your next cold-formed 
steel truss job a success! 
 
You may contact our sales department at 
800/942-4685 for additional information or a 
quote on your next project. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We welcome your comment and opinion. 
Please send them to: 
 
Mike Noonan 
% Cascade Mfg Co 
P.O. Box 220  
Cascade, Iowa 52033-0220 
 
Phone: 563/852-3231 
Fax: 563/852-5034 
Email: info@Cascade-Mfg-Co.com 
 


